








BILL NO._. __ _ 
THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE OF THE UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 

REGULAR SESSION 
2019 

A Bill amending, restructuring, reclassifying and adopting the first comprehensive Virgin 
Islands Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Act. The Act addresses services 
and interdepartmental agencies and organizations coordination of a structure to address 
providing support to individuals throughout the Virgin Islands who suffer from behavioral 
health challenges, mental health disorders, developmental disabilities, alcoholism, or drug 
dependency. The Act establishes community behavioral health, alcoholism, drug 
dependency, and developmental health and disability services, as well as provides for the 
first comprehensive public Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Facility to 
treat individuals voluntarily and involuntarily who face behavioral health or developmental 
health challenges. 

PROPOSED BY: The Governor 

WHEREAS, gaps continue to exist m comprehensive behavioral health and 
2 developmental health service systems; 
3 

4 WHEREAS, provisions for a comprehensive behavioral health and developmental health 
5 service system have not yet been adopted within the Virgin Islands Code; 
6 

7 WHEREAS, there is a need in the Virgin Islands for a coordinated structure to build a new 
8 comprehensive behavioral health and developmental health service system to address gaps 
9 in services to those in the community who suffer from behavioral health challenges, mental 

10 health disorders, developmental disabilities, alcoholism, or drug dependency; 
II 

12 WHEREAS, there is a lack of provisions to address the urgent need for supervision and 
13 oversight by the courts, behavioral health professionals, and institutions, dealing with 
14 persons within the Virgin Islands in need of services who suffer from behavioral health 
15 challenges, mental health disorders, developmental disabilities, alcoholism, or drug 
16 dependency; 
17 

18 WHEREAS, it is necessary to restructure and update the provisions of Virgin Islands Law 
19 to address the difficulties that exist in the Virgin Islands with providing comprehensive 
20 behavioral health and developmental health service and developing a comprehensive 
21 behavioral health and developmental health service system; 
22 

23 WHEREAS, creating a "Behavioral Health and Developmental Disability Act" will allow 
24 a comprehensive behavioral health and developmental health service system to be 
25 established; 
26 
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Expense of transportation 
Maintenance of patients 
Care of persons diagnosed with behavioral health challenges, mental health 
disorders, developmental disabilities, and alcohol or drug dependency by 
relative or friend; bond 
Conditional Release 
Return from Unauthorized Absence 
Patient's Rights 
Visitation and communication of patients 
Progressive Treatment Program 
Support of person adjudged behaviorally challenged or diagnosed with 
mental health disorders 
Discharge 
Notification to Bureau of Corrections and Police Commissioner 
Records of persons who suffer from behavioral, mental, or developmental 
disability health disorders and alcoholism, intoxication and drug 
dependents 
Prohibitive Act: Penalty 
Criminal laws limitations 
Severability; inconsistency with other provisions 

Subchapter III. Behavioral Health, Mental Health, Developmental Disability. 
Alcohol or Substance Abuse Facility(§§ 1041-1044) 

1041. Establishment of a Behavioral Health, Mental Health, Developmental 

1042. 

1043. 

1044. 

Disability, Alcohol or Substance Abuse Treatment Facility 
Persons who may be admitted into the Behavioral Health, Mental Health, 
Developmental 
Disability, Alcohol or Substance Abuse Treatment Facility 
Rules and Regulation 
Funding Source 

33 Chapter 46. Mental Health (Subchs. I -X) 

34 

35 Subchapter I. Commitment, Examination. and Reports(§§ 1045 - 1053) 
36 1045. Definitions 
37 1046. Authority and Responsibility of the Commissioner of Health 
38 1047. Behavioral Health Examiners 
39 1048. Psychiatric or Psychological Reports 
40 1049. Periodic Report and Information Requirements 
41 1050. Videotape Record 
42 1051. Return of Escaped Patients 
43 1052. Duty to Report Prisoner's Release to Police Commissioner 
44 1053. Habeas Corpus Unimpaired 
45 

46 
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